
Two roads extending forward in the direction of

the advance were usually selected in each division sec-

tor, although, of course, this would be guided by cir-

cumstances. These roads would be plotted on maps

following existing roads, except where prevented by

special conditions, an obvious requirement being that

any such road should accommodate throughout a defi-

nite class of traffic or be susceptible to rapid trans-

formance to that class. The roads thus selected were

given a distinctive name and were referred to there-

after only by that name. The colors were commonly

used for names; for instance, the Red Road, Black

Road, etc.

The nature of repairs performed on forward road

work involves little in the nature of technical require-

ments. The primary requisite is concentrated effort,

rapid execution, and the application of a small amount

of common sense. The forward road parties indulge

but little in the niceties of road construction and

repairing, their function being to get the road open in

the shortest possible time for the highest class of

traffic that the road will bear. This means, in a rapid

advance, that it must be ready when the traffic is ready

and that may be only a matter of an hour or even of

minutes. The responsibility which rests on the road

engineer is of the heaviest, since he must open and

keep fit the lines of communication which are the

arteries supplying the very life blood of the advance.

Company "D," with the above dispositions, started

out just a few minutes after Zero hour, the 1st and

2nd Platoons, under Lieuts. Clarence S. Stroup and

Bascom L. Field, from Villeret on the Black Road;
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